PARKS AND RECREATION |
Saint Paul is planning to transform the parks

and recreation system to be:

® morerelevant
® more connected
® moresustainable

The 2008 Vision Plan set the direction for Parks and Recreation in
Saint Paul.

The System Plan addresses the built components of the park and
recreation system. This infrastructure (buildings, fields, courts, trails)
requires the most money to construct, staff, operate, maintain, and
upgrade.

The System Plan is necessary to assure that Saint Paul parks and
recreation system is economically sustainable — that expenditures
match revenues.

The goal of the System Plan is to transform the Saint Paul Parks
and Recreation System into a 21st Century Parks and Recreation
System.

The System Plan weighs community needs and wants with financial
realities, to ensure the system remains economically viable and
responsible with tax dollars.
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Characteristics of a 21st Century Park and
Recreation System:
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The system is activity-oriented, not facility-
oriented

The system responds quickly to the community
and its heeds

The system provides equitable service to all
sectors of the community

The system is sustainable — economically and
environmentally

The system capitalizes on strong partnerships

The system is organized around linear elements
(trails and greenways) rather than around smaller
neighborhood sites

The system recasts City recreation centers as
‘community centers” that are about more than
recreation and are open and accessible
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SYSTEM PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS:

Community Center Buildings:

4

City Parks and Recreation Community Centers: Partner Buildings:

These centers will expand to be more community oriented places, responding to Existing partner relationships would be improved and expanded, in order to facilitate removal
neighborhood as well as City-wide needs. of all city parks and recreation staffing from these buildings. Eventually, partners would take
Battle Creek, Dayton’s Bluff, Edgecumbe, El Rio Vista, Hancock, Hazel Park, Hillcrest, — on full operation, maintenance, and upkeep of high and moderate quality buildings, while
Langford, Linwood, Martin Luther King, Merriam Park (master plan process low quality buildings would be removed when current partners depart or when significant
recommended), North Dale, Oxford/Jimmy Lee, Phalen, Palace (expand), Payne upgrades become necessary.
Maryland (new multi-use rec ctr/partner building), Rice, Scheffer (new building
recommended), and West Minnehaha. High/Average quality: Conway, Wilder, McDonough, Griggs, Dunning, St. Clair/
West 7th, Desnoyer, South St. Anthony, Baker

School/Partner/City Recreation Sites: Low quality: Eastview, Margaret, Orchard

The City will provide out-of-school time programming and staffing for gym use and events.

Building Removal:

Groveland, NW Como, and a new partner recreation center in the northeast portion Duluth and Case (renovation to a community athletic and neighborhood park

of the City (Hayden Heights building replacement). recommended with a new bathroom, picnic, meeting room and storage building)
Hayden Heights (add out of school time City recreation services in an existing school
or library building)
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COMMUNITY CENTER RECOMMENDATIONS:
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Trails are one of the most sought after park amenities. The Plan should
maintain or create signature trail loops at five locations: Como, Phalen,
Hidden Falls/Crosby Farm/ Mississippi River Blvd., Battle Creek, and
Downtown (the latter two loops are only partially complete). These loops
should be off-road, high quality, nature-focused trail loops.

The signature loops would be linked together by the Grand Rounds. To
accomplish this, we recommend the implementation of off-road multi-use
trails on Johnson Parkway and Wheelock Parkway, and a re-thinking of the
Grand Rounds route through the northwestern corner of the city.

Access to nature is very important to Saint Paul residents. The same locations
with signature trail loops would also be considered signature natural areas,
with good access to water, topography, and nature interpretation and
programming.

Neighborhood parks with an existing nature focus would continue as such,
and several other parks will be considered for augmentation or restoration
of natural areas. The parks and lands where new or enhanced nature

access will be considered are:

Access to nature may include replacement of turf with native prairie or
savanna plantings, naturalized stormwater management areas, augmented
native woodland, or restored ponds and wetlands.
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SYSTEM PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS:

Community Parks Reduce the number of overlapping fields to improve quality.

(reate more high quality irrigated turf fields and artificial turf fields.
Neighborhood Parks Renovate Duluth and Case as an athletic and neighborhood park.

= Improve the quality of fields at West Minnehaha, Rice, Palace, Hazel Park,

Oxford, Conway and El Rio Vista.
Add new high quality multi-use turf fields at Victoria Park (pending).
Renovate the Hillcrest fields or replace some of them on the Ford site.
Eliminate some low quality and low use tennis courts.

Central Corridor

Downtown

»  Expand access to restrooms by adding outside access to restrooms in park buildings and adding portable
toilets and screens.
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PARK AND REC PARKS
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SYSTEM PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS:

Non-financial Benefits:

The financial benefits of the Plan recommendations stem
largely from recreation center building changes/reductions
and changes to athletic fields and courts. Fewer buildings
allows for a redistribution of staff resources to the remaining
centers to expand hours of operation, expand programming
and activities, and enhance visitor experience.
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Fewer buildings also reduce annual capital maintenance

and operating expenses and capital replacement costs. The 'I'

recommended future community/recreation center building +

system will result in approximately $20 million in savings

over the next 20 years (2009 dollars) which can be directed +

toward increased staffing, programs, and services. +
+
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